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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
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Commissioner for Patents 

In the response filed on 02/08/08, Applicants canceled claims 1-15 and added new claims 22-26 to be commensurate in scope 
with newly amended claims 16 and 17. Claims 16 and 17 have been subject to examination on the merits (see Office action 9/10/07). 

It is noted that the amendments to the elected and examined claims (16 and 17; and Ihc addilion of new claims 22-26 which are 
dependent upon said claims), filed 02/08/08, are now drawn to a non-elected invention, i.e., the invention of Group IV. Specifically, 
Applicants are referred to the restriction requirement of 05/18/07, wherein Group IV was directed to methods for measuring the 
processing ability of a cell by using DNA and Group III, claims 1 6 and 1 7, drawn to methods for measuing the processing ability of a 
cell by using the protein. The two Groups were established as independent and distinct inventions that have no corresponding special 
technical feature. Applicants, in the response filed 06/15/07, elected Group III, claims 16 and 17 and the methods utilizing the 
protein. Applicants did not traverse the restriction requirement. Thus, the amendments as filed on the 02/08/08 currently are drawn to 
withdrawn subject matter and there currently are NO claims pending drawn to the elected subject matter of Group III. Thus, 
Applicants have amended the claims to be drawn to a non-elected invention (Group IV) and therefore, claims 16, 17 and 22-26 are 
withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .142(b), leaving N( ) claims pending which are 
drawn to the elected invention. It is emphasized that the restriction requirement was made Final in the Office action of 09/10/07. As 
such, the amendment filed on 02/08/08 is considered to be non-responsive. 

Since the above-mentioned amendment appears to be a bona fide attempt to reply, applicant is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE 
(1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS, whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this notice within which to supply the omission or 
correction in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a) ARE AVAILABLE. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to Suzanne M. 
Noakes whose telephone number is 571-272-2924. The examiner can normally be reached Monday to Friday, 7:00 am to 4:00 pm. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kathleen Kerr Bragdon can be reached at 
571-272-093 1. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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